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JIMMY MULLER IS 2007 TRAVELLERS CLUB CHAMPION
By Donna Galotto

It wasa perfectJuneday when 82 shooterstook to the field on June24™ at the beautiful Mid-Hudson
SportingGroundin New Paltz,NY for the 2007 Rudy Passer&cTSCA Club Championship.Most of you
knowthatl havea particularfondnesdor this club basedon along personahistory of shootingthereand
this wasanothetterrific shootin along string of greateventshostedat this venue. Although our numbers
were slightly diminishedbecauseof the US Openbeing held at Hopkins GameFarm over this same
weekendtherewasstill adelightful mix of Travelerswho havebeenaroundfor mostif notall of the 20-
year club history of the club and those who have joined more recently.

The coursewaswell suitedfor gunnersdesiringto shootchallengingtargetswithout discouraging
thosewho may not haveyetreachedheir fullest potential. Oneof my particularfavoriteswasstandthree
which was shotfrom a platform and featureda quarteringincoming flyer with a quarteringoutgoing
rabbiton report. The angleandelevationmadeit very easyto shoothigh andin front on the rabbit, so
gun control was key here.

The coursefeatureda terrific mix of reportandsimultaneougpairswith enoughtwists andtweaks
sothatthe Mid-HudsonRegularscould be easilydistractedNclearlythis wasnOthe samecoursethey shot
last weekend.Kudos go out to coursedesignerPeterWicker who put to our shootersa deceivingly
challenging test.

OThoseavho shouldknowOpredicteda winning scoreof 92, but alasthe championpostedan
86Nbetter too difficult thantoo easyfor a club championship] suppose! The winnerscircle was
reflectiveof the mix of old andnewwith somelong time TravelerOpicking up silver aswell asthe newer
members showing they too can be TravelerOs Tough.

MaestroWicker remindedusthat Mid-Hudsonwill be hostingthe NSCA Zonel shootJuly 13,14
and 15. Checkthe Mid-Hudsonwebsitemidhudsonsporting.corfor details. Mid Hudsonis openWed
throughSundayl0 to 4:30, and partnerJoe Marescais now keepingthe club openThursdayevenings
until about 7 pm.

The oneslight disappointmenin the day wasthat for the 2" consecutiveshootwe havehadno
class6 participation. IOmnot surewhat might be the causeof this but | feel we all needto go out of our
way to makesurethe lessexperiencedghootergyetthe samefabulouswelcomethatl hadwhenl started.
Bring a beginner to Orvis on July 8.

HOA Jim Muller 86
Cl. 1 Champ. Bruce Galotto 85
Cl.1RU Kevin Goodspeed 84
Cl.13¢ Mike Boffolo 78
Cl. 2 Champ. Guy Bonaquisto 79
Cl.2RU Fred Roesslein 76
cl. 2 3¢ Bill Bretschger 73
Cl. 3 Champ. Doug Moore 74
Cl. 3RU Howard Weiss 74
cl.33¢ Ed Davies 73
Cl. 4 Champ. Bruce Hoheb 72

Cl. 4 RU Nile Pullin 69



Cl. 4 3¢ Howard Berman 68
Cl. 5 Champ. Jon Marwell 60
Cl.5RU Bob Schraeger 60
Cl. 5 3¢ Bob Blake 55
Lady Champ. Donna Galotto 59
Lady RU Carol Roesslein 59
Lady 3¢ Olive Lawlor 57
Vet. Champ.  Jim Kline 85
Vet. RU Ted Burke 75
Vet. 3¢ Byron Loyer 75

SenVet.Champ Martin Schroeder 77
Junior Champ Peter Maggiolo 60
Junior RU Kristen Hachmann 54
Junior 3 Brandon Horn 52

CHAMPIONSHIP WON AND LOSTN
A NATIONAL TITLE AND THE OGARY PHILLIPS EFFECTO
By Phil Steinkraus

Editor’s note: This is an article I did last year for Clayshooting USA that didn’t make it into the
magazine. It was my intention simply to tell this highly personal story of thrills and heartbreak, allowing
the reader to come along for the ride. Some minor details have since changed but this story as it was
submitted last July was accurate.

|Ovealwaysregardedmyself asan unlucky personNfreakishlyunlucky at times. The momentl metmy

wife Stefanie] felt somehowthatall hadchangedThatin someweird way herluck or karmaor whatever
you wantto call it hadsomehowcasta long enoughshadowovermy ill fortune,thatperhapgogethemwe

might be permanentlymmunefrom it. | now askthereaderto indulgemein allowing the usethis space
for selfishpurposedo tell atale of accomplishmenandsetthe recordstraightwith thetruth: A truth that
may or may not everbe properlyreportedon. IOmin a positionto partially right a wrong and alsoshed
somelight ontothe achievemenof someonevery closeto me--anachievementhatshouldhavebeenthe

highlight of a shootingcareernnsteadof what! will alwaysregardedasa travestyof sportanda fluke of

bizarrely unfortunate circumstance.

SomebackgroundMy thirty-year-oldGermanwife hasbeena FITASC shootersinceshewas14.
Shehaswon the GermanLadies National Championshipmultiple times, spenta yearin the German
Olympic training programfor trap doublesandtook secondat the EuropeanCompakChampionshipn
1996. Sincemoving to Americashehaswon Ladiestitles at The New York StateChampionship;The
Zone One ChampionshipThe GreatEastern_obsterClassic,The RoseHill FITASC, M&MOsMasterOs
Cup, The Hopkins Great American and countlessothers. She enjoys an ongoing relationshipwith
Krieghoff and is currently an AA shooter.

Becausdahe World FITASC Championships in Minnesotathis year,Stefand| decidedto make
parcoursde chassehe focusfor the seasonThis meanta big roadtrip at the endof Juneencompassing
theHopkinsGreatAmericanandJuniorNationalChampionshifgseearticlein thisissue)andthe National
FITASC Championshimt ChuckFrasierOBluntersPointein WashingtonNC. The Hopkinseventwent
smoothlyenoughandwe drovethroughsevenhoursof rain andspentanother24 in a downpourcooped
upin ourtiny camperon the HuntersPointegrounds Finally on Tuesdayafternoonthe heavenshedtheir
lastandthe sunshonethroughevaporatingall that waterinto steam-ironhumidity. We werejust happy
for the opportunityto finally dry out (We did our bestimpersonatiorof impoverishedAppalachiawhen
we hung every bit of wet clothing and bedding out to dry in the morning heat.)
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Thenwe patientlywaitedout the days,hours and minutesuntil we could get underway again
andfinally it wasuponus. Friday: Day oneof the NationalFITASC Championshi@ndthefirst seventy-
five targets.The conditionsweregood,althoughthe heatand humidity werebrutal.| arrivedat my first
parcourand promptly gave birth to a fully-formed beautiful, bouncingflinchNsevere enoughthat |
almostfell off oneof the raisedplatform pegs,nearly plungingthroughtherailing in front of me while
trying to chasedown a straightawaywith my secondshot.It wasembarrassingo saythe least.| came
throughthe morningwith a trio of lacklusterscoresNandl wasthankful for them! Wife Stefanieon the
other handhad shot big numbersN63! Shewas lucky to be squadedwith the recentlycrownedPan-
AmericanFITASC champion,Rick Camuglia,with whom sheimmediatelystruckup a friendly rivalry.
This as much as anything, she would confess, was a decissive factor.

Stefand| shootso muchtogether weOvelevelopeda script of just what shouldhappenunder
what competitivecircumstanceand the primary goldenrule is, if sheOs shootingwell, donOtell her
wheresheis on the scoreboard.| took a quick look at FridayOsiumbersthat night andrecognizedshe
wasright whereyou want to be after a first day. Shewas runningwith the bestcompanyand simply
neededto matchthosefirst dayOscorewith similar numbersagainNno easyfeat as her first three
parcoursveresomeof the easiesof the eventandhernextthreewould be someof thetoughestWe had
anafternoonstartSaturdaywhich helpedasmuchasit hurt becausanyimprovementsn light conditions
wheremorethanoffset by the unbearablafternoontemperaturesdappily, | wasableto makeup some
groundon Saturdayandactuallymanagedo beatStefOgxcellentscoreof 61 but my shootwasfor all
intentsand purposesover. This was StefanieOsmoment:Her two-daytotal of 124 put herin the cat-bird
seat--dull four targetsaheadf the nextclosestady shooterIt wasoneof thosesurrealmomentsi knew
she was leading but | wasnOt supposed to let on.

Whenwe wentto dinnerthatnight, | discretelylaid downthelaw to my tableof nine shootersNo
talk aboutscoresor the leaderboardandno one could let slip that shewasleading! My companions
remainedtight-lipped that eveningand somehowwe pulled it offNshe didnOhavea clue. We hadan
early starttime that Sundaymorning.| figured Stef neededo bangout a pair of 21sto win. Her next
closestrival, the greatDiane Sorentinowasfour downand| could easilyimagineDianeshootinga pair
of 230wr 2204l figured on a 42 for Stefanda 45 for Diane.Stefshota hardandan easylayoutfor her
lastbraceandcameoff with 19 and21. | told hersheOdtartedthat morningfour aheadandthat | thought
shemay havejust won Ladies.ShewasnGasoptimistic but as Diane shotour samerotation,weOdnow
soon enough.

| stuckmy headin the club office door just asthey were compiling that rotationOscores They
readoff DianeOsumbersand Stefaniehadindeedwon--by a singletarget.l wasnGaboutto jump for joy,
thoughastherewerestill a few ladiesout therewho could feasibly pull it off but at that moment! did
makethedisclosurego shootmanagemerthatstartedthe whole ball of waxrolling: StefanieSteinkrausa
green card holder and New York State resident whoOs married to an American is still a German citizer

|Ovealwaysbelievedunderall circumstanceshat honestyis the bestpolicy. | donOthink shoot
managemenrtiada clue Stef hadnObecomea naturalizedUs citizenuntil | told them,andIOdbe willing
to setthe oddsat fifty-fifty thatif weOgust choserto keepquiet, weOdhavegottenawaywith it. Stefhad
acceptedan invitation to shooton the GermanNationalteamfor the EuropearFITASC Championship
just threeweeksprior, however.Sure,shespeakswith no discernableaccentand sheOas Americanas
deep-dishapple-walnupie with a scoopof Ben& JerryOWanilla on top, but| figure fair is fair: If youOre
willing to allow the fatherlandpick up thetabfor the shootbackin Italy, thenyou canOtery well go into
your Yankee-doodle-dandy act three weeks later when it suddenly becomes convenient.

NSCA Advisory CouncilmembersloeCantey, JayDelphyandBob Leporwerein attendancand
| askedclub managerChuckFrazierif the four of them might put their headstogetherto considerthe
situation.l wassurewe could all abideby whateverruling they handeddown.| returnedto the camper
andasit wasa shortday of only 50 targetsand| wasstaringat thatlong drive home,| thoughtlOd-estfor
an hour beforethe awardsceremony Stef was bubbly and chattyin the way we all arewhenvictory is
securedSheshoweredandput on the last setof cleanclothesshehad: A pair of Capripantsanda polo



4
shirt with Krieghoff stitched at the breast. She wantedto look herbest:After all it isnOeverday
you shoot the high score at a National Championship!

| closedmy eyesand startedto doze.HOA Ladies,2006 National FITASC ChampionshipOf
coursethetitle would go to DianebBandquite correctly,l thoughtasl| drifted off. But thetrophyandprize
moneywould go to Stef. ThatOshe way itOsdoneat Stateand Zone championshipsind | was certainit
wastheyway it would be handledhere.As | finally slid into REM sleep,l hadvisionsof a free super-
scroll for her (as opposed to the one IOm about to pay for) dancing in my head.

Thenthe camperdoorwas pulled openNhard. OTakene home!Cstef demandedit wasall over
apparently,and she was out. No trophy, no prize moneyNthey were relegatingher to a separate
concurrentHigh InternationalLady--nevemind that shewasthe only internationallady! OWait.® said
asl jumpedon my bike andpeddledfrantically backup to the clubhouseo investigate JoeCanteywas
justfinishing lunchasl sidledup. He expressedthis condolencedyut clarified thatwhat Stefhadreported
to me wascorrectandthatthe decisionhadbeenrote andbasedentirely on precedenceTherewasmy
bad luck biting my wife in the ass!

When Gary Phillips took the HOA at the National Championshipn SanAntonio in 1992,it was
decidedthat he wasineligible for the title of National Champion,thoughhe was allowedto keepthe
trophy and prize moneyand optionswinnings.In 2001 whenhe finished RU to Bobby Fowler he was
deniedthetrophy,re-classednto a separaténternationalconcurrentanddeclaredneligible for prizeand
optionsmoney. They senthim a $500 consolationfor winning the InternationalconcurrentNafar cry
from the $4500paydayhe would haveseenfor winning RU in the main event.But mostimportantlyhe
wasrobbedof the recognitionthat wentwith suchan importantaccomplishmentHis achievementvas
minimized,thendisparagedndfinally sweptunderthe rug--aphenomenonOvecometo termthe OGary
Phillips effect. GCCanyou imaginethe differenceit makesto a professionakhooterin a sponsorGsyesto
havethatNationaltitle on theirresumepr justto haveit widely knownthattheyfinishedsecondoverall?
Canyou imaginehow adverselythe lack of thatcareer-makingredentiahasaffectedGaryOprofessional
life? To this day, his accomplishmentgo largely unrecognizedNasf they neverhappened(The same
phenomenorasalso happenedo Mick Howells and GeorgeDigweedbut | donOknow the detailsof
those cases well enough to go into them here.)

JoeCanteywassincerelysorry for the badnewshe wasobligedto deliver.| wasnOtadat him:
HeOs shooterlike the restof us, who insteadof bitching aboutthingsanddoing nothingaboutthem, is
trying to do right for the sportfrom theinside.As | turnedaway,he remarkedhatthe irony wastheyOd
justreviewedthis whole policy in detailandputit to a vote andwhile residentaliensareconfirmedto be
eligible to win State,Zoneand US Opentitles, they remainineligible to win titles, trophiesand prize
moneyat all NationalChampionshipsncluding FITASC (I guesd spokeprematurelyin arecentarticle
when | said youOd see Stef and me for the autumn San Antonio Nationals in 2007!)

| pulled ChuckFrasierasideanddiscussedt with him. | wasnOangrywith him either.HeOdlone
justaslOdaskedandconvenedhis Advisory Councilgroupto discusshe matterandtheyOdgjonestraight
to the top with it: They got Mike Hampton,Jr. on the phonein SanAntonio on his Sundayoff to getthe
ruling straightfrom the horseOsiouth. You can'’t be a little bit pregnant: Either you are an American or
you are not (to paraphrasegametheruling. Therewould be a specialtrophy for High InternationalLady
sentin the mail andthe optionsbetswould be returned but thatwaspretty muchthat. It wasclearto me
he felt terrible havingto lay thaton meNhell everyonefelt terrible, but what could you do? Get loud?
Start throwing punches? Get drunk at the awards ceremony and heckle the prize winners?!

It wasoverand| suddenlyfelt awkwardNlike the guestat a party everyonetriesto avoid. | went
to the leaderboardonelasttime andthereit was: StefanieSteinkrausstill in thefirst slot with 164--still
onetargetaheadof DianneSorentinoO$63. Thenthis sheetwasunceremoniouslyippeddown andthe
final scoresposted.Dianewasatopwith 163 with the designationof Championnextto her name.Stef
wasno longerin evidenceanywhereon the board.lt wasasif sheOdeverevenshottheevent!l wish now
1Od had the foresight take that last sheet before the finalNjust to have.
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So we left, pointing the truck North back toward our home in New York State. We
discussedll thathadhappenedike it wassomesort of puzzlethat could be solvedif we just talkedit
through,but alwaysthe circularlogic broughtus backto the samestart/finish.Shehadbeentarredwith
the samebrushas Gary Phillips. This was the sport of technicality: A bad rule basedon vindictive
precedent that has been allowed to stand far too long.

We stoppedat a Waffle Housein Delawarefor a midnightdinner.This shouldhavebeena steak
andchampagneelebrationbackin Washingtonnsteadof a silent,joylessnecessityat a dirty roadhouse
halfwayto puttingthe badexperiencéehindus. We pushedon until exhaustiormadeit too dangerouso
continueandpulledinto a reststopon the New JerseyTurnpike. The night of greatestlay of my wifeOs
shootingcareerwasspentsleepingin balmy heatnextto anidling Semi,myselfreplayingthe detailsof
theday, vainly trying to re-engineehow we could havearrivedat a differentoutcome And thenit finally
really wasover:| wasbackin my bedawakeningrom the sleepof 18 hoursundermy wheels.My wife
was out working in the Garden and it was a warm sunny dayNthe day before the fourth of July.

Theselast weekshavebeeneasierto live throughthanyouOdhink. No one evenknows what
happenedso they canOvery well remind her of it. 10mstill chagrinnedby the whole thing. While
admittingshecouldnOhavewon trophiesor moneyin ladiesor AA class,theyOvéisted herat AA5 and
evenawardedher a punchtowardmaster:SheOsuly the womanwho wasnOthere! And therehavebeen
somecondolencesMy favoritesarethosewho simply proposethatsheBuck up and just go out there and
win the World FITASC Championship or the US Open! Whatdo theyknow of it? Whatdo they know of
how manythingsneedto go right andthe multitudesthat cango wrongto win somethingdike this? Of
how a shootemeedsto believethey cando itNeven whenthereObeenevidenceall seasoriong thatshe
couldnOtWhat do they know of having your heartOslesirein the palm of your hand, seemingly
possessing for anhouror so,andthenrealizingthatno partof it will everyours?No film in the Camera
when you summited Everest? Well just pop down to photo-mat, get some film and climb it all over again!
| know of aboutthreeshooterson the planetwho could actuallybeissuedthatmomentoushallengeand
thengo anddoit. Thetruthis Stefmaybeamomby nextseasonor it might be rainingthatweekendpr
one of the goodyoung girl shootersmay hit their stride or Stefjust simply might nevershootas well
again? My point is she did it once, and once should have been enough.

| havea handfulof lessdistinguishedsterlingsilver trophieshandeddown by my family. I will
selectthe mostfitting of theseandhaveit re-finishedandre-engravedo read2006 National FITASC
ChampionshipLadiesHOA (I feel this is accuratefor the achievementnd what should have been
awardedo her.)If youOreverlucky enoughto getinvited to dinnerat our house youOlkeethis cup on
displayin the kitchenwith StefOsthertrophies.If you askaboutit, weOlkell you the whole storyNthe
samestory |Omtelling now, of how shewon it but thenshereally didnOtand how the trophy isnOeven
bonafide. Whenthe realtrophy doesarrive in the mailNthe onethatwill readHigh InternationalLady,
weOlimountit in a framedglass-enclosedasewith a note explainingthat StefanieSteinkrausshotthe
high Ladiesscoreat the National FITASC Championshigut becauseshewasnot an Americancitizen,
shewasreclassifiednto the InternationalLady concurrentIOllevenincludea color copy of the returned
optionscheck.This collagewill hangin a placeof honoron the wall of our hometo serveasa reminder
of how protectionistandprejudicialthe NSCA remainsin itOgolicies. It will alsoserveasproof positive
thatthe bestwomanFITASC shooterin America(if notthe bestAmericanwomanFITASC shooter)on
Fourth of July weekend 2006 was a German New Yorker named Stefanie Steinkraus.

EPILOGUE: Hunter’s Pointe never did get around to sending on that special trophy, I have yet to make
up that promised trophy or collage I mentioned—though I still fully intend to, and Stef still has yet to win
the US Open—though she did finish ladies second at the 2007 event just last weekend!



CONTACTING THE TRAVELERS...

CTSCA.ORG b Webmaster: Jeff Huntermarist89@excite.com

CTSCA Home OfficeAl Anglace, emaibhaa738@aol.corfby far the best way) or telephone
203 417-6295 if you absolutely must.

Editor: Phil Steinkraus, e-maglhilistein@aol.com

Membership, Address Changes and Shooting Class sta@astact John Hachmann, at email
obuc@optonline.net

Guide Bookadvertising and other questions contact Dick Orenstein at emaifumich.eduor
call 203-226-5251.

Past issues dteload! are available online atww.ShotgunReport.com

~ =~ =~ 2007 CTSCA SHOOTING CALENDAR - - -
*PLEASE NOTE CHANGES IN THE REMAINING 2007 SHOOTING CALENDAR

*JUL.8 B OSUMMERTIME, SUMMERTIMEOQO Orvis/Sandanona, Millbrook, NY

JUL. 29 B NWTF NORTHEAST CHAMPIONSHIP B Mid County Rod & Gun Club, LaGrangeville,

NY. CTSCA has so-sponsored this fundraiser for many years. It provides many opportunities to
win one of the hundreds of prizes as well as a great lunch provided by the Mid County Club
Members. Reservation/Information: Rhett Simmmmisimons@NWTF.nebdr 800 843-6983, ext.
3711.

AUG. 10, 11 & 12 B GREAT EASTERN LOBSTER CLASSICAddieville East Farm, Mapleville, RI.
CTSCA is a very important sponsor of this OBig BlastO NSCA Shoot. World Champion, George
Digweed will make an appearance this year. Download a Reservation form from their web site o
call 401 568-3185.

*SEPT. 30 ® OSEPTEMBERSCHUTZENFESTMillbrook Rod & Gun Club

OCT. 5, 6 & 7 D Fall Tour,Rhode Island Area Clubs.

OCT.21 b SMALL GAUGE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS, Fairfield County Fish & Game, Monroe, CT

NOV. 18 B OSALUTE THE COLORSGe Old Newgate Coon Club, Norfolk, CT

DEC. 16 b DICK LOSEE MEMORIAL SHOOT / X-MAS PARTY, Mid County Rod & Gun Club

-~~~ OTHER 2007 SHOOTS OF INTEREST - ~ -
Always call ahead to confirm.

Jul. 1 B OFreedon 1000 B Suffolk Trap, Skeet & Sporting. Mark 631 924-5600.
Jul. 14 & 15 B Zone 1 NSCA Championships®id Hudson Sporting Grounds, New Paltz, NY.
Jul. 22 B North Atlantic Ducks Unlimited Shoot BAddieville East Farm, Mapleville, RI.
July 28 B Harlem Valley Classic Ben Mile River Preserve, Dover Plains, NY.
Saturday, August 4th- FCF&GPA 2007 B OThe Crucible® Open shoot. Dom Uliano 203 562-0352.
August 19" B Friends of NRA Sporting Shoo® Mid Hudson Sporting Grounds, New Paltz, NY.
Contact David Wohlbach #tbear23@verizon.net
August 19"- Vermont State Open Championship- in Sutton, VT. Contact: tmurphy@together.net
Aug.25 & 26 2007FCF&GPA Connecticut State Shoot.For information contact Dom Uliano
Email,domblklab@charter.n@r 203-526-0352

THE UPCOMING TRAVELERS MONTHLY SHOOT
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02007 SUMMERTIME , SUMMERTIMEO
ORVIS/SANDANONA
Route 44A, Millbrook, NY 12545
Sunday, July 8, 2007

It all started here twenty years ago.

Registration and continental breakfast opens at 8:30 AM.
Member entry fee: $70.00. Guests fee: $85.00.

REGISTRATION APPLICATION
--- Your application must be received byesday, July 3, 2007--




